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MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP 
 

1. DAILY PRAYER 
A. Prayer list in weekly worship bulletin — please pray daily 
B. Opportunity for personal prayer (needs/thanks/conflict) during 

Sunday’s Prayers of the Faithful  
 C. “Christ in Our Home” daily devotionals (on credenza in Overflow room) 
 

2. WORSHIP  
A. Sunday worship at 10:00 AM 

B. Koinonia group – December 9 
C. Christmas Eve worship – Tuesday, December 24 at 8:30 PM 

 

3. BIBLE READING  
A. Individual daily reading 
B. Mid-week Message  
C. Koinonia group – December 9 

 

4. SERVICE 
A. Service needs for LCHS include: Altar Care & Greeters 
B. Individual spiritual gift counseling available from Patti Henry 

 

5. SPIRITUAL FRIENDSHIP  
A. Friendship Luncheoneers on December 4 at Pizza Gram Plus 
B. Fellowship Hour after worship 
C. Faith, News & Brews — December 11 
D. Koinonia group — December 9 
E. Christmas Luncheon — December 8 
F. Caroling – December 15 
E. Yarn & Needles – December 16 

 

6. GIVING 
A. Donna in Ghana  
B. Mitten Tree — donations due by December 15 
C. Food for the Shelter Dinners @ First Lutheran — December 3 & 31 
D. Christmas Cards for at-home Members — by December 10 

 E. Toys for students at Delaware Community School — by December 15 

     God’s purpose for Holy Spirit is to guide  
 the Community to Christ with support and love 

mailto:holyspiritalbany@nycap.rr.com
http://www.holyspiritalbany.com
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01  Marvin Antenucci 
 

05  Loren Place 

 Andrea Zaloga 
 

12  Chrissie Antenucci 
 Lynn Lintner 
 

13  Brian Schatz 

16  Julia Fil 
 

18  Diane Hasenbein  
 

19  Kathy Ross 
 

26  Kelly Marks  
 

30 Carmen Corazzini 
 

31  Deborah Baranowski 

___________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

● Our “at home” members 
  

● Donna Rohrmiller (our missionary 

in Ghana)   

● Campus Ministry at UAlbany 
 

● Our sister Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Zimbabwe  
 

● All those in service of our country  
___________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 
Bob Kohinke joined the Church 

Triumphant on October 25 and his 

funeral was held on October 30. 
Please keep his friends and family in 

your prayers.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Confirmation class will be held on 
December 1 at Good Shepherd 
 

Transition Workshops will be held on 

December 3 at Good Shepherd 
 

Friendship Luncheoneers meet 
December 4 at Pizza Gram Plus 
 

Deadline to order poinsettia plants is 

Sunday, December 8 
 

Christmas Luncheon will be held on 

December 8 
 

Koinonia meets December 9 
 

Faith, News & Brews meets 
December 11 at Delaware Supply 
 

Annual Christmas Caroling will be on  

December 15 
 

January SPIRIT articles are due by 
December 15 
 

Yarn & Needles meets December 16 
 

Church Council meets December 18 
 

Decoration of the Sanctuary will take  

place on December 19 
 

Christmas pageant will take place on 
December 22 
 

Sunday School & Bible Book Club will 

not be held on December 22 & 29 
 

Christmas worship will be held on  

December 24 
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The children in Sunday School will be 

presenting a Christmas pageant on 
December 22 during worship. It is 

very important that each child be in 

attendance at 9 AM on Sundays 
before the pageant. A special 

rehearsal is scheduled for December 

21 at 11 AM. All children are 
welcome to take part in the pageant! 

__________________________ 
 

 

WEATHER POLICY 
Occas iona l l y ,  our 
Upstate NY winters 

make traveling to Holy Spirit for 

worship services and events unsafe. 
If our Council President and Pastor 

decide to cancel Sunday Worship or 

an event at church, the cancellation 
will be announced on the following 

local media: 
 

Capital News 9 WXXA TV 
WFLY – FLY 92 WTEN TV 

WGY – 810 WGY 

WRGB TV 
WRVE – The River WNYT TV 

WYJB B-95.5 
 

We will start the church phone chain 
to alert members of the cancellation, 

but if in doubt, please tune in to one 
of the above for more information.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  SINGERS NEEDED 
 

On December 15, we 
will be going Christmas 

caroling to our at-home 

members. Caroling books will be 
used and many voices will be needed 

to spread Christmas cheer to those 

not with us at worship on Sundays. 
Please join us!  

__________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 

FOR AT-HOME MEMBERS  
 

Send Christmas Greetings to our Holy 

Spirit family members who are 

unable to join us for Sunday Worship 
on a regular basis! 
 

Bring in your Christmas cards for the 

folks listed below. Envelopes should 

have the names and addresses filled 
out (without postage). Put them in 

the “mailbox” in the Overflow Room 

from November 24 - December 
10. Cards will be sorted and 

delivered!  
 

Bonnie Broden 
138 Second Avenue 

Albany, NY 12202 
 

Jim Hasenbein 

Teresian House – Room 116 

Washington Avenue Ext 
Albany, NY 12203 
 

Joann Lowe & Douglas LeBrecht 

40 Stimpson Avenue 
Castleton, NY 12033 
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So many writers, theologians, and musicians have put the “true meaning of 

Christmas” in words and music. I try each year to find a piece of writing or music 

that I don’t know, opening a new way of prayer and contemplation. This year I 
share with you a poem new to me — and now a place to begin my Christmas 

preparation. Written by a Christian apologist and former atheist, C.S. Lewis 

opened a new way of looking at the manger scene. 
 

Let us imagine if we were the animals present at the birth of the Lord of Lords! 

Lewis takes this idea and puts his thoughts as though he is a witness in the body 
of the first observers. Consider having a conversation with children in this mode. 

How do we respond to something new? 
 

Have fun with your imagination, for this poem encourages us to contemplate 

having an ox’s strength, the patience of the ass, and wooly innocence as we 
begin the journey of God incarnate.  Taking the characteristics of the ox, ass, 

and sheep Lewis gives us something to about which we may smile and reflect.  
 

THE NATIVITY 
 

Among the oxen (like an ox I’m slow) 

I see a glory in the stable grow 
Which, with the ox’s dullness might at length 

Give me an ox’s strength. 
 

Among the asses (stubborn I as they) 
I see my Saviour where I looked for hay; 

So may my beastlike folly learn at least 
The patience of a beast. 

 

Among the sheep (I like a sheep have strayed) 
I watch the manger where my Lord is laid; 

Oh that my baa-ing nature would win thence  
Some wooly innocence! 

 

God’s blessings as we approach the manger with some fear, longing, and 

thankfulness. 
 

Pastor Joyce 
Rev. Joyce Fiore, Pastor of Note 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit  



5 

COUNCIL CORNER 
 

The Mutual Ministry Committee has had two main tasks 

recently: implementing a sexual harassment policy as 
mandated by New York State and finding a new sexton on 

Dan Rohrmiller’s resignation.   
 

New York State mandates that all employers, no matter the 
size, adopt a sexual harassment policy. Their model policy 

applies to all protected classes—age, religious affiliation, 

sexual orientation, and others—and is a minimum level of protection. The Holy 
Spirit policy closely follows this model and was adopted by council at the October 

meeting. The policy is posted on the small bulletin board by the secretary’s office 

window. In addition, both Laura Wayman (secretary) and Jim Ragotzkie 
(organist and choir director) have viewed the training video prepared by NYS, 

now an annual requirement.  
 

After years of service, Dan Rohrmiller resigned as sexton effective at the end of 

March. With his departure many members stepped in to clean while Property and 

Mutual Ministry committees worked together to find a replacement. The first hire 
resigned after two weeks for personal reasons; the second hire could not 

manage the workload. Steve Corazzini was hired in November, and we can all 

see the difference. And I think we have a much better idea of the time required 
for the routine upkeep of the building and grounds.  
 

As a reminder, Mutual Ministry’s main task is to support the pastor, secretary, 

organist, sexton—any paid staff at LCHS—in their work on behalf of the 
congregation.  

 

~ Janet Behning, chair 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

COUNCIL CORNER 
 

The purpose of the Worship & Music Committee is to plan 
and offer regular worship opportunities within our 

congregation, and also to care for our church’s musical 

instruments and implements of worship. At this point in 
the year, the committee has now planned all our worship 

services for the rest of 2019 and through the First Sunday 

in Lent 2020.   
 

It must be noted that during the past year, our Committee has lost some very 

faithful members whom we miss very much: Christine Covington, Bob Kohinke, 

and Pastor Dave Preisinger (who of course retired from the ministry at the end of 
August). On the other hand, we are thankful for the addition of the Rev. Joyce 

Fiore, our Transition Pastor and Leader of our Mission in Transition Team while 
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we are seeking a new permanent pastor. The other members of the MiTT are 
Karen Bielinski (a lay leader at St John-on-Sand-Creek, Albany) and Doug 

Siegenthaler (a lay leader at First Lutheran, Albany).   
 

W&M has needed to be even more active than usual during this time of pastoral 
transition, trying to assure that our worship services continue seamlessly and 

with little-or-no disruption. Karen Bielinski and Doug Siegenthaler have been 

doing yeoman’s work behind the scenes in arranging for us to have Supply 
Pastors each week to lead worship, and these have now been scheduled all the 

way through Easter 2020. It’s not easy to do this advance planning, and we 

greatly appreciate their efforts in doing so!   
 

It’s important for us to realize that it can be stressful for a Supply Pastor to 

come into a church they may not have visited before and lead worship.  
Fortunately our User Friendly Bulletin provides them with a convenient and 

complete outline of our service that they have found to be very helpful—many 

thanks to Laura Wayman, our Parish Secretary, for providing them (and us!) 
with this great resource each week. And many thanks to you as well for making 

our Supply Pastors feel welcome and at home—both by your responsive 

participation in the worship service and during fellowship afterwards! Your 
flexibility has also been admirable on the rare occasions when things don’t go 

exactly as expected. 

      
We’re also thankful for all who proactively make our worship services seem to 

flow so smoothly, especially during this time of pastoral transition: our Altar 

Guild, Organist & Choir, Greeters, Ushers, Assisting Ministers, Acolytes, 
Communion Assistants, and Guest Musicians. And of course we also appreciate 

the preparatory efforts of our Parish Secretary Laura Wayman and new Sexton 

Steve Corazzini. All of these plus our very-participative congregation combine to 
make worship at Holy Spirit a consistently meaningful and uplifting experience. 

 

The W&M Committee: Bill Broden, Patty Donovan, Pastor Joyce Fiore, Jim 
Hasenbein, Rick Hasenbein (Chair), Dottie Johnson, Jim Ragotzkie, and Kori 

Tomelden. 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

DECEMBER DONATIONS 
 

 Donations during the first three Sundays 

 in December will be given to support the  

 efforts of the Mohawk-Hudson Humane  

 Society animal care center in Menands. 
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Donna in Ghana 
Rev. Donna J. Rohrmiller, IAM Ambassador-Ghana, P.O. Box SG34, Sogakope, V/R, Ghana 

Cell Phone: 011 233 246997899 or 5043285 51, Email: msroh2@yahoo.com 

 

November 7, 2019  
 

Dear Friends and Family, 
 

My greatest thanksgiving, in this month of our Thanksgiving day, is that I am 
not on the mission field alone.  
 

♥ Our Almighty, powerful, loving heavenly Father is always with me.  

♥ I receive much support in prayers and contributions from those of you 
who are not in Ghana, but are still very much a part of this ministry.  

♥ AND there are faithful “servants” in Ghana who contribute to all we do.  
 

Here is one reason for us all to be thankful, a couple of snapshots from a 

grateful family member helping one of our elderly harvest cassava. Cassava is 
a root vegetable that is basic to the diet here and used in many forms. We are 

especially thankful to all who partnered with us in this because it raises the 

quality of food that these people have available to them. They sell the excess 
crops to purchase what they cannot grow. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

† Our IAM Bible Schools have been busy! IAM Akatsi held its first 

graduation. It was a small class of three students, but each of the students 

was an untrained pastor with his/her own ministry. We are very proud of them 

for spending the year in studying and gaining experience under the mature 
men of God who taught them.  

mailto:msroh2@yahoo.com
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† The students of IAM Adidome went on their mission trip. Our 
graduation will be November 30th. The students did all the usual outreach and 

evangelism, but these students also poured out their love to one overwhelmed 

woman by doing her laundry!  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Children of Zion, our Titian Ministries children’s home also had a graduation! 

Rita graduated from her sewing apprenticeship after 3 ½ years of hard work. 

The graduation exercise included powdering her with talcum powder as a sign 
of victory! In the second picture, her Madam (teacher) is also covered with talc. 

Rita was her first apprentice so she was showered with victory as well! We were 

happy that a couple from the board in Canada were able to be here to witness 
her graduation. She will receive further training on some fine points of 

dressmaking from Esther, a woman who used to work for this ministry.  

 

Christmas is interesting. Some people start decorating in November, and others 

think the decorations and Hallmark movies come too soon! But no matter 
where you stand on this, some planning is needed for ministry events. “Donna 

in Ghana” celebrates Christmas in many ways. We welcome you to be a part. 

We have heard many times how important these gifts are to the people who 
receive them, knowing that they can now “celebrate like others are doing.”  

 

Christmas in Atronie is for our Jesus Elderly Care people, those whom we 
help with their farming. There are 90 needy elderly people to whom we give  

    gifts of food and soap. Each gift is $17, for a total of $1,530. (Give  

    through IAM.) 
 

Christmas in Matsikope is for 120 widows and orphans in three villages. We 

partner with Heaven Investment Chapel (HIC), and their village church  



9 

    branch, on this project. They receive the same gift of food and soap so each  
    gift is $17, with the total being $2,040. (Give through IAM.) 

 

Christmas in Anloga is for our own children and staff. We do not have a set  
price for this, but do make good use of donations. We usually buying the  

    children clothes, a prized Christmas gift in Ghana, and have a celebration  

    party before some of the children go to visit relatives. (Give through Titian  
    Ministries.) 

 

Christmas in Adidome is for Loaves and Fishes, our monthly food and soap 
distribution for 50 needy elderly. At Christmas, we like to add something to  

    their usual package to make Christmas special for them. (Give through Titian  

    Ministries.)  
 
Please remember us in your prayers. I believe prayer is essential to us 

accomplishing the mission of God in Ghana. We pray regularly for those who 
contribute to the ministry. We believe our prayers can bless you as well! 
 

Love in Christ,  

Donna 
Rev. Donna J. Rohrmiller  
 
 

Contributions can be made to International Accelerated Missions (IAM) by mail or on the website, www.iamoutreach.org. 
If by mail please do not put my name on the check, instead enclose a note saying it is for me. 

Address: 114 Rock Rd; Berne, NY 12023 Phone: 518-872-0987. 
To contribute to the work done through Titian Ministries Int’l, give on the website, titianministries.com, 

or send a check to: Debra Hess, 360 Protection Ave. Apt. J-12, Herkimer, NY 13350. 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Poinsettia plants will be used to adorn our chancel and 

grace our Worship Service on Christmas Eve. This year, 
the cost per plant is $11.00. Plants may be given in 

honor or memory of a loved one, and may be taken 

home following the 8:30 PM Christmas Eve service or 

delivered to an “at home” member. 
 

Order forms for Poinsettias are located on the credenza 

between the lounge and library. The deadline for ordering plants is December 
8. The order will be placed with the florist on the next day. Orders cannot be 

accepted after December 8. Please give your completed order form and 

payment to Diane Hasenbein. Thank you!  

http://www.iamoutreach.org
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As 2019 draws to a close, please 

note the following items that will help 
for a smooth transition into the New 

Year:  

 
● December 29 is the last worship 

service at Holy Spirit in 2019. please 

ensure that all your contributions are 
submitted by December 29. This is 

the last date you may use the current 

2019 envelopes and get credit for 
2019 donations. Thank you! 

 

● A request that Articles for the 
Committee Year-end Reports be 

submitted to the office NO LATER 
than January 12, preferably by 

email.  
 

● Newsletter articles for the February 
issue should also be submitted by 

January 12, to allow the time 

needed to prepare the Annual 
Meeting booklet for distribution on 

Sunday, January 19 and prepare the 

SPIRIT for distribution on January 26.  
__________________________ 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
and join the Friendship 

Luncheoneers at 11:30 

AM on Wednesday, 
December 4 at the 

Pizza Gram Plus 

restaurant (2514 Western Avenue, 
Albany) for lunch and fellowship. 

Wednesdays are “Parm Day” at Pizza 

Gram Plus! Contact Angela Latal at 
518-767-2628 for more info or to 

make your reservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

● Sheila Pacowski is coordinating the 

December 3 Shelter Dinner. If you 
signed up to contribute to this meal 

please bring your donation to church 

on Sunday, December 1. Please 
contact Sheila with any questions you 

may have for this dinner. Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Laura Wayman is coordinating the 
December 31 Shelter Dinner. If you 

signed up to contribute to this meal 
please bring your donation to church 

on Sunday, December 29. Please 

contact Laura with any questions you 

may have for this dinner. Thank you. 

 

 

● Christmas Projects: We have two 

Christmas Projects this year, the 

Mitten Tree and gifts for the 
students of the Delaware 

Community School.  
 

We will decorate the Mitten Tree 
with your donations of hats, 

mittens, etc. to be given to the 

people of the Phillip Schuyler 
Homeless Shelter in Menands and 

the food pantry at St. John's/St. 
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Ann's. Please ensure we receive all 
donations by Sunday, December 15.  
 

Social Ministry is already collecting 
donations of gifts for Delaware 

Community School students. 

Please see our board in the Overflow 
Room with post-it notes for each of 

the gifts requested. If you would like 

to provide a gift, simply take one (or 
more) of the post-it notes with you, 

purchase the item and bring the 

unwrapped gift to Holy Spirit with the 
post-it note attached by Sunday, 

December 15.  
 

Thanks to your generosity Holy Spirit 

collected more than 600 items for 

the St. James Food Pantry — well 
above the 500 required for the 

Thrivent’s FEEDNE19 (Feed the 
Northeast 2019) challenge. 
 

Again, due to your generosity, Holy 
Spirit donated 280 fruit cups for 

the Equinox Thanksgiving Dinner — 

well above their request of 250 cups. 
 

Thank you for your support of our 

neighbors in need! 
__________________________ 
 

TRANSITION WORKSHOPS 
 

The Upstate NY Synod program: 
Leading with Wonder: Practicing 
Skills for Being in Times of 
Transition to support and assist 
churches in transition continues on 
Tuesday, December 3 at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church (510 
Albany Shaker Road, Loudonville) 
with identical sessions at 12 PM and 
7PM. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to attend 
this 1.5 hour session which includes: 
learning, sharing and practical 
application of the focus material. 
Each session also introduces different 

spiritual practices.  
 

Please mark your calendars and set 

aside this important time to grow in 
leadership abilities and faith practices 

alongside the work being done by 

your MIT team! Workshop topics, 
dates and times are listed below: 
 

Authority & Freedom 
Tuesday, December 3  
12:00 PM* & 7:00PM  
 

Vitality and Vulnerability 
Tuesday, January 7  
12:00 PM* & 7:00PM  
 

[*Please bring your own lunch]  

__________________________ 
 

 

 

 
For January SPIRIT is December 15. 

__________________________ 
 

DECORATING FOR 

CHRISTMAS  
 

We will decorate the  

Sanctuary on Thursday, 

December 19 at 5 PM in 
preparation for the Sunday School 

Christmas Pageant and our Christmas 

Eve Worship service. A light dinner 
will be provided for our volunteers.  

________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Albany Maritime Ministry will 

hold an Open House on Sunday, 

December 8, from 1-3 PM at the 
Seafarer Center. Gifts for seafarers 

are appreciated! Men’s small or 

medium sweatshirts or sweatpants, 
warm socks, work gloves, watch cap, 
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scarves, warm shirts or sweaters are 
requested.  

________________________ 
 
Dear Lutheran Church of the Holy 

Spirit, 
 

We wanted to share with you all the 

exciting news that we are moving 

back home to Columbus, Ohio. After 
a recent trip to visit friends and 

family, we realized how much we 

miss them. Especially with Everett 
growing and the possibility of adding 

to our family, we want to share these 

experiences with those closest to us. 
 

We have loved calling Albany our 

home these past three years. We 
want you all to know how much 

being a part of this congregation has 

made Albany our home.  
 

So many memories we will hold dear 

for years to come — Everett's 
baptism, becoming members of the 

church, getting to know everybody at 

coffee hour, and fun/challenging 
conversations at "Faith, News, and 

Brews" to highlight a few. Holy Spirit 

is a very special place and we are 
fortunate to have been a part of it 

during this time in our lives and faith 

journey. Thank you all for your love 
and support through it all.   
 

Sierra and Everett will be moving the 

week of Thanksgiving, but Steve will 

be in Albany for a few more months 
to finish up some work duties — he 

may be around throughout the next 

few months. 
 

Love you all, and God bless. 

Steve, Sierra, and 

Everett 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A HOLIDAY TRADITION 

 

The Octavo Singers & Chamber 

Orchestra present Handel’s Messiah 
on Sunday, December 1 at 3 PM in 

the Union College Memorial Chapel. 

Tickets are available for purchase 
from Diane and Rick Hasenbein, 

who are Octavo Singers! Please see 

poster on church bulletin board. 

________________________ 
 

 

 
 

 

 
The Festival Celebration Choir will 

present “Rise Up Ye Shepherds!” on 

Sunday, December 8 at 3 PM at 
First Lutheran. Tickets are $18, $13 

for seniors and students and 

available at the door or contact Julie 
Lind  (F i rst  Lutheran Par ish 

Administrator) at 518-463-1326 . 

________________________ 
 

FREE HOLIDAY CONCERT 
 

The Albany Area Senior Orchestra 

will perform at 1:30 PM on Tuesday, 
December 17 at First Lutheran 

Church. Holy Spirit member Dorothy 

Johnson plays the trombone! 



13 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 ~ 11:45 AM 

 

Menu: Baked Ziti ~ Meatballs & Sauce 

Rolls & Butter ~ Desserts  

Hot & Cold Beverages 
 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP  

A DELICIOUS LUNCH  

SINGING CHRISTMAS CAROLS  
 

PAID RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 

THROUGH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 

$5.00 per Person 

$3.00 Child 5-12 
Younger Children Free 

Sign-up on sheet on Fellowship Hall door  

Questions? Contact Patti Henry @ 518-269-0564  
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   LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

   57 Hurlbut Street  

   Albany, New York 12209 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Worship with 

Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday, December 24 

8:30 PM 


